
   

 

Connecticut General Assembly 
300 Capitol Ave, Ste 5100 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 

Dear Legislator, 

Regarding S.B. No. 326 (RAISED) PUBLIC HEALTH. “AN ACT PROHIBITING THE SALE OF FLAVORED 
CIGARETTES, TOBACCO PRODUCTS, ELECTRONIC NICOTINE DELIVERY SYSTEMS AND VAPOR 
PRODUCTS”, to prohibit the sale of flavored cigarettes, tobacco products, electronic nicotine delivery 
systems and vapor products 

We’re writing to you today to express our strong support of this legislation to end the sale of menthol 
cigarettes and all other flavored tobacco products – including flavored e-cigarettes, flavored cigars and 
smokeless tobacco. A comprehensive policy — like ones established by California, Massachusetts, and 
more than 100 municipalities across the United States — is urgently needed to stop a new generation of 
youth from getting hooked on nicotine due to flavored tobacco products.   

Tobacco use remains the leading preventable cause of death, disease, and disability in Connecticut. 
Annually, in our state, tobacco use is responsible for more than $2 billion in direct health care costs, 
including $520.8 million in Medicaid costs.1,2 A watershed U.S. Surgeon General Report estimated that if 
Connecticut does not change health policies and consumer behavior that 56,000 children alive today in 
the state will die prematurely from smoking.3 

Now is the time for action. During this devastating pandemic, smoking has been firmly linked to more 
severe complications from COVID-19 by both the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
World Health Organization. Lung health, public health, and COVID-19 are inextricably linked.   

Flavor-baited tobacco products are how kids get hooked. For decades, Big Tobacco has used flavors to 
mask the harshness of tobacco and nicotine, making it easier to start and harder to quit. While soothing 
menthol flavored cigarettes are the granddaddy of flavored tobacco products the industry has used to 
hook kids, today more than 15,000 flavors fuel our nation’s youth e-cigarette epidemic and Federal 
policies have failed to keep up with the rapid evolution of these products.4 According to JAMA Pediatrics 
in December 2020, “adolescent nicotine vaping remains highly prevalent, [and] flavors remain highly 
accessible.”5 Shockingly, many youth who use e-cigarettes do not know that these products even 

 
1 CDC. Extinguishing the Tobacco Epidemic in Connecticut. https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/about/osh/state-fact-
sheets/connecticut/index.html 
2 The Toll of Tobacco in Connecticut. https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/connecticut 
3 The Health Consequences of Smoking: 50 Years of Progress. A Report of the Surgeon General, 2014. 
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/50th-anniversary/index.htm 
4 February 28, 2020 Congressional and advocate press conference regarding the vote on the  “Reversing the Youth Tobacco 
Epidemic Act” video. https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=210272636838107&ref=watch_permalink 
5 Miech R et al. Trends in Use and Perceptions of Nicotine Vaping Among US Youth From 2017 to 2020. JAMA Pediatrics. 
Published online December 15, 2020. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.5667.     



   

contain nicotine.6 One study in Southern California found that high school students who use e-cigarettes 
were six times more likely to initiate cigarette use as they transitioned into adulthood, which is similar 
findings to other studies that have found e-cigarette use is associated with subsequent cigarette use 
among adolescents.7  

Approximately one in four high school students in Connecticut use e-cigarettes today.8 Principal Francis 
Thompson at Jonathan Law High School in Milford has seen enough of students getting addicted to   
e-cigarettes. He had to call in health experts because he would “hate to lose a generation of kids.” He 
added, “For the [e-cigarette] company to say 'we’re not marketing for high school kids or teenagers' is 
just not true.”9 

The vast majority of the 51,000 or so Connecticut high students who use e-cigarettes use flavored e-
cigarettes, and many are now addicted to nicotine. Fruity flavors, mint, menthol, and candy, dessert-
flavors are the most popular.10 But flavors are not limited to e-cigarettes. They are also widely available 
in flavored cigars, hookah, and menthol cigarettes. In fact, more than half of youth who smoke 
cigarettes in the U.S. use menthol-flavored cigarettes.11 

Unfortunately, flavors have also been used by the tobacco industry to target racial and ethnic groups, 
and have exacerbated health disparities. The tobacco industry’s aggressive marketing of menthol 
products to African Americans, including predatory marketing, free samples, and reduced pricing for 
menthol-flavored products in Black neighborhoods is well documented and has had tragic 
consequences.12 Back in the 1950s, when the promotion of these products began, only 5% of African 
Americans who smoked used menthol cigarettes. According to the most recent data available, 85% of 
African American smokers smoke menthol cigarettes, compared to 29% of white smokers.13  Heart 
disease and cancer, both tobacco-related diseases, are the top two causes of death among African 
Americans. Smoking has a disproportionate impact on the death rates of Black Americans, and menthol 
is big part of the reason why.14 

States and municipalities must lead the way to safeguard all citizens, and especially youth, from all 
flavored tobacco products and the clear and present danger they present to our personal and public 

 
6 Boykan R et al. Self-reported use of tobacco, e-cigarettes, and marijuana versus urinary biomarkers. Pediatrics. May 2019. 
143(5)  https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2018-3531  
7 Barrington JL et al. E-cigarettes and future cigarette use. Pediatrics. Jul 2016, 138(1). https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2016-0379  
8 CDC. High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Connecticut 2019 an US 2019 Results. 
https://nccd.cdc.gov/Youthonline/App/Results.aspx?TT=G&OUT=0&SID=HS&QID=QQ&LID=CT&YID=2019&LID2=XX&YID2=2019
&COL=T&ROW1=N&ROW2=N&HT=QQ&LCT=LL&FS=S1&FR=R1&FG=G1&FA=A1&FI=I1&FP=P1&FSL=S1&FRL=R1&FGL=G1&FAL=
A1&FIL=I1&FPL=P1&PV=&TST=True&C1=CT2019&C2=XX2019&QP=G&DP=1&VA=CI&CS=Y&SYID=&EYID=&SC=DEFAULT&SO=AS
C&PF=1  
9 FOX News 61. High school principal develops strategy to tackle students vaping in school.  Sept 24, 2018. 
https://www.fox61.com/article/news/local/outreach/awareness-months/high-school-principal-develops-strategy-to-tackle-
students-vaping-in-school/520-b71101bf-214b-442c-9cbb-293be6fb3618 
10 Wang TW, et al. E-cigarette Use Among Middle and High School Students — United States, 2020. Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report, 2020;69. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6937e1-H.pdf 
11 Villanti AC et al. Changes in the prevalence and correlates of menthol cigarette use in the USA, 2004-2014. 2016 
Nov;25(Suppl 2):ii14-ii20. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27729565/ 
12 Tiffany Kary. Bloomberg Businessweek. Lawsuit aims to ban menthols, big tobacco’s bait for black smokers. Oct 13, 2020. 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-10-13/lawsuit-aims-to-ban-menthols-big-tobacco-bait-for-black-smokers 
13 Delnevo CD et al. Banning menthol cigarettes: A social justice issue long overdue. Nicotine & Tob R, 22(10): 1673-1675, 2020. 
14 Tobacco Use Among African Americans. https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/assets/factsheets/0006.pdf 



   

health. It is especially important to do this now, during the pandemic, when smoking has been shown to 
increase risk of severe illness from COVID-19.   

During and beyond this pandemic, we must stand up for all people’s health and say NO to the sale of all 
flavored tobacco products. The dangers to our children are too great. This is a critically important policy 
change for public health that will meaningfully decrease youth tobacco initiation and increase tobacco 
cessation for a healthier, more productive society, with less disease, disability, death, and health 
disparities.   

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Flavors Hook Kids Connecticut 

 

100 Girls Leading, Advocacy to Legacy, The African American Tobacco Control Leadership Council, 
Alliance for Community Empowerment, The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network,  
The American Heart Association, The American Lung Association, Amplify, The Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids, Career Resources, The Connecticut Associations of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS),  
The Connecticut Oral Health Initiative (COHI), The Connecticut State Medical Society,  
The Greater Bridgeport Latino Network, The Greater Bridgeport NAACP, Greenwich Together,  
Green Village Initiative (GVI), The Hispanic Health Council, The Hub Behavioral Health Action 
Organization of Southwestern Connecticut, The MATCH (Mobilize Against Tobacco for CT's Health) 
Coalition, Middlesex Health, Southwest Community Health Center, the Universal Health Care 
Foundation of Connecticut, and the Wilton Youth Council. 

 

  



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



   

 
 
 
 


